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April 1, 2009
By Denise Moran For The Courier-News

GENOA -- Earth Day kicked off early in Genoa on
Thursday with tips on growing businesses green,
which one expert said trickles down to others.

"Corporate social responsibility -- the umbrella word
that for years has described how companies impact
the lives of the people they touch -- has taken on a new meaning and renewed importance," said
Carolyn Tobinson of Tobinson's Ace Hardware, 361 Sycamore Road. She spoke during the April
meeting of the Genoa Area Chamber of Commerce.

"The business community has an unprecedented opportunity to lead their employees, and
subsequently our community, to a greener future," Tobinson said. "Corporate social responsibility no
longer applies to only large corporations with operations across the globe. It is for every business."
Reducing man's carbon footprint on the Earth "is a subject near and dear to me because | used to
live on the West Coast,"” Tobinson said. "We had a recycling center there that we used to drive to
with the kids. There are not as many recycling facilities in the Midwest."

Tobinson's Ace Hardware has a second Dumpster for recycling its cardboard and paper. Within the
last year, the store also has become a place where people can drop off compact fluorescent light
(CFL) bulbs.

"They have to contain the bulbs before they are sent to a recycling center," Tobinson said. "The
mercury in CFLs is not a huge hazard, but it is a hazard. If a bulb breaks, don't sweep it up but put it
in a plastic bag."

Bonnie Hanson, chamber executive director, noted that more than 600 LED lights were used on the
city's Christmas tree in 2008.

"LEDs should eventually replace CFLs because there is no mercury in LEDs," Tobinson said.

Tobinson suggested the following tips:

 Turn off lights not being used except those needed for safety and security.

* Turn off equipment not in use. If possible, use your equipment at off-peak hours.

* If you can, reduce the number of printers, photocopiers and refrigerators.
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